Book Choices for Class Readers

These books have been selected using a range of sources. The books are all recommended for the ages in your year group and have links to our school values.
Please select your class reader from these choices.

The éirl ho Becéme a
Fish
By Polly Ho-Yen

A young girl named lta,
struggling with a move to
a new town and family
tensions, discovers a
magical river that
transforms her into a fish.
This fantastical event
forces her to confront her
fears and ultimately leads
her on a journey to
rediscover her family and
find happiness within
herself. The story
explores themes of
change, fear, and family,
making it a heartwarming
tale for young readers.

Courage: Ita faces her
fears through magical
transformation.

Hope: She seeks
happiness and
reconnection with her
family.

Compassion: Her journey
is driven by emotional
understanding.

The Boy Who Grew
Dragons
By Andy Shepherd

In "The Boy Who Grew
Dragons," Tomas
discovers a magical
dragon fruit tree in his
grandfather's garden, and
when he brings the fruit
inside, a tiny dragon
hatches! This hilarious
and heartwarming story
follows Tomas as he
learns to care for Flicker,
his new, mischievous
dragon, and discovers
that having a dragon is
both amazing and
unpredictable. The book
is full of fun, adventure,
and the magic of an
unexpected friendship.

Courage: Tomas bravely
cares for a mischievous
dragon.

Hope: The magic of
discovery brings joy and
wonder.

Compassion: He nurtures
Flicker, showing empathy
and care.
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The Exploding Life of
Scarlett Fife
By Maz Evans

Scarlett Fife has BIG
feelings, and when they
get too big, things
explode — literally! In Maz
Evans' hilarious new
series, perfect for fans of
Matilda, Scarlett's
attempts to control her
temper lead to
unexpected (and messy!)
eruptions, from runaway
hamsters in trousers to
rogue elephant poo at the
zoo. Can Scarlett learn to
manage her BIG feelings
before they ruin her trip
to Mega Awesome Sicky
Fun World, or worse, her
Aunt's wedding? This
laugh-out-loud story
explores the challenges of
big emotions with heart
and humor.

Courage: Scarlett
confronts her
overwhelming emotions.
Hope: She believes she
can learn to manage her
feelings.

Compassion: Her story
encourages
understanding of
emotional struggles.

Leonora Bolt Secret
Inventor
By Lucy Brandt

Leonora Bolt spends her
days creating incredible
inventions in her TOP
SECRET laboratory, under
the watchful eye of her
terrifying uncle.
Everything changes one
day when a strange boy
washes up on an
inflatable lobster and
reveals that Uncle Luther
has been stealing her
inventions and selling
them on the mainland.

Courage: Leonora stands
up to her uncle and
uncovers the truth.
Hope: She dreams of
using her inventions for
good.

Compassion: She helps
others by reclaiming her
stolen inventions.

Nothing to See Here
Hotel
By Steven Butler

A hotel for magical
creatures, where weird is
normal for Frankie
Banister and his parents
who run the hotel. When
a goblin messenger
arrives at The Nothing to
See Here Hotel,
announcing the imminent
arrival of the goblin
prince Grogbah, Frankie
and his family rush into
action to get ready for
their important guest.

Courage: Frankie
manages chaos during the
goblin prince’s visit.
Hope: The family works
together to welcome
their guest.

Compassion: They accept
magical creatures as they
are.

Planet Omar Acadental
Trouble Magnet
By Zanib Mian

My parents decided it
would be a good idea to
move house AND move
me to a new school at the
same time. As if | didn't
have a hard enough time
staying out of trouble at
home, now I've also got
to try and make new
friends. What's worse, the
class bully seems to think
I'm the perfect target. At
least Eid's around the
corner which means a
feast (YAY) and presents
(DOUBLE YAY). Well, as
long as | can stay in Mum
and Dad's good books
long enough..

Courage: Omar faces
bullying and a new
school.

Hope: He looks forward
to Eid and making friends.
Compassion: His story
promotes empathy for
newcomers.
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Fantastic Mr Fox
By Roald Dahl

Mr Fox is a very clever fox
- every evening he creeps
down into the valley and
helps himself to food
from the nearby farms.
Chickens from Farmer
Boggis, ducks and geese
from Farmer Bunce, and
turkeys from Farmer
Bean. But now the

farmers have had enough,

and together they hatch a
plan to get rid of Mr Fox
for good!

Courage: Mr Fox outwits
the farmers to feed his
family.

Hope: He never gives up
despite danger.
Compassion: He shares
food with other animals.

Nim’s Island
By Wendy Orr

Nim, a young girl living on
a remote island with her
scientist father, must
summon incredible
bravery when he
disappears while studying
plankton. Alone with her
animal companions — an
iguana, a sea lion, and a
turtle — Nim faces a
potential disaster and
needs help from her e-
mail pal, a reclusive
author, to save the day.
The story blends
adventure, fantasy, and
survival as Nim relies on
her resourcefulness and
the support of her
friends.

Courage: Nim survives
alone and faces danger.
Hope: She believes help
will come.

Compassion: Her bond
with animals shows deep
empathy.

Sources https //schoolreadlngllst co.uk/ https://www.thereaderteacher.com/ https: //uk bookshop. org/shop/TheReaderTeacher https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book- recommendatlons/bookl|sts/100 best-books/
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WHAT M0OOD
WILL IT BE
TODAY?

Judy Moody
By Megan McDonald

Bad moods, good moods,
even back-to-school
moods — Judy has them
all! Meet Judy Moody, her
little "bother" Stink, her
best friend Rocky and her
"pest" friend Frank Pearl.
Judy has a mood for every
occasion, but when a new
teacher gives the class a
"Me" collage project, Judy
has so much fun that she
nearly forgets to be
moody at all!

Courage: Judy expresses
her individuality.

Hope: She finds joy in
creative school projects.
Compassion: She learns
to appreciate others’
perspectives.
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L HER SUPERPOWER WILL CHANGE THE WBRLD

Onyeka and the Academy
of the Sun
By Tola Okogwu

Onyeka has a lot of hair —
the kind that makes
strangers stop in the
street. When she makes
the important discovery
that she can control her
hair with her mind, she's
whisked off to the
Academy of the Sun, a
school in Nigeria where
Solari — children with
superpowers —are
trained but Onyeka and
her new friends at the
Academy soon have to
put their powers to the
test as they find
themselves caught up in
an epic battle . . . one that
puts the future of all
Solari at risk.

Courage: Onyeka
embraces her powers to
fight for good.

Hope: She believes in a
better future for Solari.
Compassion: She
supports her friends in
battle.

MCLACHLAN
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The Land of Roar
By Jenny McLachlan

When Arthur and Rose
were little, they were
heroes in the Land of
Roar, an imaginary world
that they found by
climbing through the
folding bed in their
grandad’s attic. Roar was
filled with things they
loved — dragons,
mermaids, ninja wizards
and adventure — as well
as things that scared
them (including a very
creepy scarecrow...). Now
the twins are eleven, Roar
is just a memory. But
when they help Grandad
clean out the attic, Arthur
is horrified as Grandad is
pulled into the folding
bed and vanishes. Is he
playing a joke? Or is Roar
... real?

Courage: Arthur enters a
dangerous imaginary
world.

Hope: He believes Roar
can be real again.
Compassion: He risks
himself to save his
grandad.

Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory
By Roald Dahl

Mr Willy Wonka, the most
wondrous inventor in the
world, opens his gates of
his amazing chocolate
factory to five lucky
children. Gobstoppers,
wriggle sweets and a river
of melted chocolate
delight await - Charlie
needs just one Golden
Ticket and these delicious
treats could all be his!

Courage: Charlie
navigates a strange and
magical factory.

Hope: He dreams of a
better life.

Compassion: He remains
kind and humble
throughout.

A moving, funny, and heart-warming story of one dog's attemst
1o save hs family, become a star, and eat a lot of bacon.

Carlie Sorosi m
I, Cosmo
By Carlie Sorosiak

Cosmo and Max are best
friends, but though they
were born at the same
time, they have very
different worlds. For
Cosmo is a dog, and Max is
a boy, and 13 in human
years is very different to
13 in dog years. What they
do have in common is
their love for each other
and for their family. The
story of one dog’s attempt
to save his family, become
a star, and eat a lot of
bacon. Cosmo’s family is
falling apart. And it’s up to
Cosmo to keep them
together. He knows
exactly what to do. There’s
only one problem. Cosmo
is a Golden Retriever.

Courage: Cosmo tries to
save his family.

Hope: He believes he can
make a difference.
Compassion: His love for
Max is deeply moving.
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Anisha Accidental
Detective
By Serena Patel

10 year old Anisha Mistry
finds herself embroiled in
a series of mysteries she
never asked for. When
her Aunt Bindi's wedding
is threatened by a
kidnapped groom, and a
giant duck statue is
vandalized, Anisha's love
for science and keen
observation skills are put
to the test as she races
against time to solve the
cases. With the help of
her best friend Milo and
her eccentric, multi-
generational British-
Indian family, Anisha uses
logic and deduction to
uncover the truth,
proving that even
accidental detectives can
save the day.

Courage: Anisha solves
mysteries under pressure.
Hope: She believes in
truth and justice.
Compassion: She helps
her family and friends.

Count
By Melvin Burgess

Brandon is a boaster — he
says he is brilliant at lots
of things. Then he is
challenged to count up to
ten million. So Brandon

starts: one, two, three . ..

and before long he is up
to one thousand.
Everyone around him is
bewildered and annoyed.
But Brandon can’t stop
counting. And the higher
he counts, the more
everyone takes an
interest, when Brandon
reaches 30,000 he goes
viral, by the time he gets
to one million, he has a
manager and a stadium
full of fans counting with
him. Then strange,
impossible things start
happening. The numbers
are taking over
everything.

Courage: Brandon
continues counting
despite ridicule.
Hope: He believes in
achieving something
great.

Compassion: Others
begin to support his
journey.
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A Place Called Perfect
By Helena Duggan

They've got their eyes on
you: a quirky, creepy and
unforgettable adventure,
perfect for fans of Roald
Dahl and Tim Burton.
Violet hates living in
Perfect. Why does
everyone have to wear
special glasses to stop
them going blind? What
are the strange noises in
the night and why is Mum
acting so weird? Then
Dad disappears and Violet
is determined to uncover
the truth with the help of
the mysterious Boy. But
returning normality to
Perfect is a battle they
never imagined.

Courage: Violet
investigates a creepy
town mystery.

Hope: She wants to
restore normality.
Compassion: She helps
her family and the
mysterious Boy.

strated by Steven Lenton

The Wonder Brothers
By Frank Cottrell-Boyce

The Wonder Brothers
tells the story of two
young cousins, Nathan
and Middy, who love
magic and find
themselves in a whirlwind
adventure when the
Blackpool Tower
disappears. They vow to
bring it back, but end up
in Las Vegas, facing off
against a world-famous
magician and navigating a
world of illusions and
mystery.

Courage: Nathan and
Middy face a magician in
Las Vegas.

Hope: They believe they
can bring back Blackpool
Tower.

Compassion: Their bond
and teamwork show care.
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Vi Spy Licence to Chill
By Maz Evans

Divorce is tough for any
kid. But when — like Vi's
parents —your mum is ex-
secret service and your
dad is a retired bad guy,
'till death do us part'
takes on a whole new
meaning. And with her
parents' focus on each
other, the real super-
villains are having a field
day. To save her family —
and the world — from evil
domination, Vi must turn

spy.

Courage: Vi becomes a
spy to save her family.
Hope: She believes she
can stop the villains.
Compassion: She wants
to reunite her family.
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The Boy at the ack of the
Class
By Onjali Q. Rauf

This is the story about how
one ordinary nine-year-old
child and three classmates
are full of empathy for
Ahmet, a boy that comes
to their school as a refugee
from Syria (he is the boy at
the back of the class).
Through their sensitivity,
curiosity, ingenuity,
bravery and innocent
niceness, they make a
massive impact on
Ahmet’s life, friends, class,
school, community and
wider world. There’s a
lovely lack of stereotyping
on gender and backstory
for the narrator, which
adds to the message of not
judging people before you
know them.

Courage: The children
stand up for Ahmet.
Hope: They believe they
can help him find his
family.

Compassion: Their
empathy drives the story.

‘Fascinating, original and smart . . it has @ magic all of ifs ot
BERNARDINE EVARISTO
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xciting, bold, witty' KATHERINE RUNDELL

The Infinite
By Patience Agbabi

Leaplings, children born
on the 29th of February,
are very rare. Rarer still
are Leaplings with The Gift
- the ability to leap
through time. Elle Bibi-
Imbelé Ifieé has The Gift,
but she's never used it.
Until now. On her twelfth
birthday, Elle and her best
friend Big Ben travel to
the Time Squad Centre in
2048. Elle has received a
mysterious warning from
the future. Other
Leaplings are disappearing
in time - and not everyone
at the centre can be
trusted.

Courage: Elle uses her

time-travel gift to help
others.

Hope: She believes she
can change the future.
Compassion: She cares
about other Leaplings.

No.1 New York Times and sunday Times bestseller

KATHERINE

Rooftbppers
By Katherine Rundell

Everyone tells Sophie that
she was orphaned in a
shipwreck - found floating
in a cello case on the
English Channel on her
first birthday. But Sophie
is convinced her mother
also survived. When the
Welfare Agency threatens
to separate her from her
guardian and send her to
an orphanage, Sophie
takes matters into her
own hands. On the run
from the authorities,
Sophie finds Matteo and
his network of
rooftoppers - urchins who
walk tightropes and live in
the sky. In a race across
the rooftops of Paris, will
they be able to find her
mother before it's too
late?

Courage: Sophie runs
away to find her mother.
Hope: She never gives up
believing her mother is
alive.

Compassion: She forms
deep bonds with others.
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Cosmic
By Frank Cottrell Boyce

A humorous and moving
children's novel about
Liam Digby, an unusually
tall twelve-year-old who,
after a series of mix-ups,
accidentally ends up in
space as the sole "adult"
on a rocket full of
children. The story is a
comedic adventure that
explores themes of
growing up,
responsibility, and the
relationship between
parents and children.

Courage: Liam is brave
when he takes charge of
the kids during the space
trip.

Hope: He stays positive
and looks for solutions
even when things go
wrong.

Compassion: He cares for
the others, making sure
they feel safe and happy.

THE

MATILDA
EFFECT

ELLIE IRVING

The Matilda Effect
By Ellie Irving

Taking its cue from this
worrying trend, The
Matilda Effect tells the
story of a little girl, called
Matilda, who loves
science and wants to be
an inventor.

Soon, Matilda discovers
that her grandma was
once an astrophysicist
who actually discovered a
planet. However,
Grandma Joss’ boss took
all the credit —and he’s
about to be given the
Nobel Prize. Can Matilda
and her grandma get to
Sweden in time to stop
the ceremony and tell the
truth?

Courage: Matilda
challenges injustice.
Hope: She believes the
truth will be heard.
Compassion: She
supports her
grandmother.

ILLUSTRATED BY
KAJSA
HALLSTROM

| Am Lenny Brown
By Dan Freedman

There’s more than one
way to find your voice.. ..
Lenny Brown is eight
years old and can’t talk.
Except to his mum and his
dog, Rocky.

When Lenny has to move
house and start at a new
school, it feels like his
whole life is changing,
and not for the better.
Will he be able to make
friends and find a way to
fit in? But when Lenny
finds a different way to
express himself, everyone
is in for a big surprise as
they find out just how
amazing he can be.

Courage: Lenny finds his
voice in a new school.
Hope: He believes he can
fitin.

Compassion: His story
encourages
understanding of
difference.
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Beetle Boy
By MG Leonard

Darkus is miserable. His
dad has disappeared, and
now he is living next door
to the most disgusting
neighbours ever. A giant
beetle called Baxter
comes to his rescue. But
can the two solve the
mystery of his dad’s
disappearance, especially
when links emerge to
cruel Lucretia Cutter and
her penchant for beetle
jewellery? A coffee-mug
mountain, home to a
million insects, could
provide the answer — if
Darkus and Baxter are
brave enough to find it.

Courage: Darkus
investigates his father’s
disappearance.

Hope: He believes in
finding the truth.
Compassion: His bond
with Baxter is touching.

CRIMINALLY C

At just twelve years old,
artemis fowl is a criminal
genius. No scheme is too
dastardly, no plot too
devious. And he's just
discovered that fairies are
real. Poor fairies. But
these are not the cuddly
creatures of bedtime
stories. They are armed.
They are dangerous. And
when Artemis captures
Captain Holly Short for
her fairy gold, he messes
with the wrong elf. Holly
isn't armed but

she's incredibly dangerou
s, and pretty annoyed
with all the kidnapping.
Artemis Fowl is about to
find out that fairies fight
back ... Let the
misadventure begin.

Courage: Holly stands up
to Artemis.

Hope: Artemis begins to
change.

Compassion: Holly’s
actions show empathy
despite conflict.

EOIN COLFER CHRISTOPHER EDGE
Artemis Fowl
By Eoin Colfer

Is it just & movie? Or is it the end of the wnr?
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From the bestseling author of ESCAPE ROOM (o

Black Hole Cinema Club
By Christopher Edge

When Lucas and his
friends head to the
cinema—nicknamed The
Black Hole—they expect
action, effects, and snacks.
But when a jet-black tidal
wave bursts from the
screen, they’re pulled into
a wild adventure of secret
bases, prehistoric beasts,
and daring missions. As
the danger ramps up, they
begin to wonder: are these
movie scenes real? With
the fate of the world at
stake, they must become
true heroes—before the
credits roll.

Courage: The children face
real dangers from movie
worlds.

Hope: They believe they
can save the world.
Compassion: They work
together and protect each
other.
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SHRAPNEL
BOYS

Shrapnel Boys
By Jenny Pearson

When war comes to
London in 1939, Ronnie
Smith is scared and
excited: scared of the
bombs that fall at night,
but excited to race his
friends to collect the best
bits of shrapnel every
morning. But for Ronnie,
the battles aren't just in
the sky and on the streets.
They're at school and at
home too. His little
brother is up to no good
with a secret job and
dangerous new friends,
and Ronnie's worried he's
getting himself into big
trouble. Ronnie's
desperate to help his little
brother. But he isn't
expecting to uncover
secrets that could change
the fate of the whole war.

Courage: Ronnie faces war
and family struggles.
Hope: He wants to help his
brother and make a
difference.

Compassion: He deeply
cares for his family.

The Nowhere Emporium
By Ross MacKenzie

When the Nowhere
Emporium appears in
Glasgow, orphan Daniel
Holmes is drawn into its
magical halls by chance.
Inside, he discovers a
world of wonders—rooms
built from imagination and
dreams. As Mr Silver’s
apprentice, Daniel finally
feels at home. But when
Mr Silver vanishes and a
dark threat rises, the
Emporium begins to
unravel. Now Daniel must
uncover its secrets and
protect the place he’s
come to love before it
disappears forever.

Courage: Daniel protects
the magical Emporium.
Hope: He believes in the
power of imagination.
Compassion: He finds
belonging and loyalty.

Time Travelling with a
Hamster
By Ross Welford

“My dad died twice. Once
when he was thirty nine
and again four years later
when he was twelve.” On
Al Chaudhury’s twelfth
birthday his beloved
Grandpa Byron gives him a
letter from Al’s late father.
In it Al receives a mission:
travel back to 1984 in a
secret time machine and
save his father’s life. Al
soon discovers that time
travel requires daring and
imagination. It also
requires lies, theft, setting
his school on fire and
ignoring philosophical
advice from Grandpa
Byron. All without losing
his pet hamster, Alan
Shearer.

Courage: Al risks
everything to save his
father.

Hope: He believes he can
change the past.
Compassion: His love for
his family drives him.
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The Chronicles of Narnia
The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe
By CS Lewis

Four adventurous
siblings—Peter, Susan,
Edmund, and Lucy
Pevensie— step through a
wardrobe door and into
the land of Narnia, a land
frozen in eternal winter
and enslaved by the power
of the White Witch. But
when almost all hope is
lost, the return of the
Great Lion, Aslan, signals a
great change...anda
great sacrifice.

Courage: The children fight
for Narnia.

Hope: Aslan’s return brings
hope.

Compassion: Lucy’s
kindness and Aslan’s
sacrifice.
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The Explorer
By Katherine Rundell

From his seat in the tiny
aeroplane, Fred watches
as the mysteries of the
Amazon jungle pass by
below him. He has always
dreamed of becoming an
explorer, of making history
and of reading his name
amongst the lists of great
discoveries. If only he
could land and look about
him. As the plane crashes
into the canopy, Fred is
suddenly left without a
choice. He and the three
other children may be
alive, but the jungle is a
vast, untamed place. With
no hope of rescue, the
chance of getting home
feels impossibly small.
Except, it seems, someone
has been there before
them.

Courage: The children
survive in the Amazon.
Hope: They believe they
can find help.
Compassion: They support
each other.

Journey to River Sea
By Eva Ibbotson

Itis 1910 and Maia,
tragically orphaned at
thirteen, has been sent
from England to start a
new life with distant
relatives in Manaus,
hundreds of miles up the
Amazon. She is
accompanied by an
eccentric and mysterious
governess who has secret
reasons of her own for
making the journey. Both
soon discover an exotic
world bursting with new
experiences in Journey to
the River Sea, Eva

Ibbotson's highly colourful,

joyous adventure.

Courage: Maia bravely
embraces a new life in the
Amazon.

Hope: Despite challenges,
Maia and Finn hold onto
their dreams of freedom
and belonging.
Compassion: Maia shows
deep empathy and
kindness to everyone she
meets, regardless of their
background or behaviour.

Windrush Child
By Benjamin Zephaniah

Leonard is shocked when
he arrives with his mother
in the port of
Southampton. His father is
a stranger to him, it’s cold
and even the Jamaican
food doesn’t taste the
same as it did back home
in Maroon Town. But his
parents have brought him
here to try to make a
better life, so Leonard
does his best not to
complain, to make new
friends, to do well at
school — even when people
hurt him with their words
and with their fists.

Courage: Leonard adapts
to a new life.

Hope: He strives to
succeed despite racism.
Compassion: He tries to
understand and forgive.

Sources https //schoolreadinglist.co. uk/ https://www.thereaderteacher.com/ https://uk.bookshop. org/shop/TheReaderTeacher https//www booktrust org. uk/book recommendations/booklists/100-best-books/

The Girl of Ink and Stars i

By Kiran Millwood
Hargrave

Forbidden to leave her
island, Isabella dreams of
the faraway lands her
cartographer father once
mapped. When her friend
disappears, she volunteers
to guide the search. The
world beyond the walls is a
monster-filled wasteland —
and beneath the dry rivers
and smoking mountains, a
fire demon is stirring from
its sleep. Soon, following
her map, her heart and an
ancient myth, Isabella
discovers the true end of
her journey: to save the
island itself.

Courage: Isabella ventures
into danger to save her
friend.

Hope: She believes in the
myths and her map.
Compassion: She risks
herself for others.

<VHAT IF YOU HAD TO BECOME A CRIMINAL
T0 CLEAR YOUR DAD'S NAME? >

Hacker
By Malorie Blackman

Vicky's life is completely
normal. Maybe even a
little boring. But all that
changes when her dad is
accused of stealing a
million pounds from the
bank where he works.
Vicky knows for sure that
her dad is innocent, and is
determined to prove it.
Luckily for him, she is a
seasoned computer
hacker. Using the skills he
taught her, she's going to
attempt to break the
bank's files. Should be
simple, right? But it's a
race against time to find
the cyber-thief, before
they find her.

Courage: Vicky hacks into a
bank to prove her dad’s
innocence.

Hope: She believes in
justice.

Compassion: Her loyalty to
her father is unwavering.
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